A VISITOR'S GUIDE TO TERRE HAUTE 
"CROSSROADS OF AMERICA" 


Terre Haute, Indiana definitely has four seasons of the year, Because of 
the many trees possibly autumn is the most beautiful. Whatever the weather, we 
feel sure you will find many interesting site's in this midwestern town of some 
72,500 neople. Located between two bluffs to the east and the west, Terre Haute 
stretches along the Wabash River, vossibly made more famous by a native, Paul 
Dresser who wrote "On the Banks of the Wabash, Far Away," which was acopted as the 
state song of Indiana in 1913. 


In June, 1963 Paul Dresser's birthplace was moved from 318 South Second 
Street to South First Street at Farrington the entrance to Dresser Drive which 
is parallel to the Wabash River, Along the winding drive you will see boat docks, 
the Chauncey Rose Memorial Plaza, the old facade of the former Post Office, which 
had been located at Seventh and Cherry Streets, There is an inscription on one 
of the corner markers, "The climb up here is worth the effort, for you can enjoy 
a fine view of the Wabash River." A little to the north you will find an artesian 
well, and the inscrintion on the tablet reads "Mineral water fountain constructed 
in 1937" with names of persons resnonsible for its being there, 


On Ohio Street between Second and Third Street is Memorial Hall, the oldest 
business building still standing in Terre Haute and was formerly the old State 
Bank, erected in 1834, and inside you will find many relics of the Civil War and 
the Spanish-American War. Across the street is the Vigo County Court House, and 
the cornerstone inscription dated 1884. On the northeast corner of the Court House 
lawn is the Soldiers and Sailors Monument. The inscriptions on the four sides tell 
the full story. The four statues represent cavalry, infantry, navy and artillerymen 
in the uniforms of the Civil War, and nearby is the bust and monument dedicated to 
Col. Richard W, Thompson (Secretary of the Navy under President Hayes.) On the 
southeast corner of the square is an airplane given to the City by the Indiana Air 
National Guard, In the tower at the court house hangs a bell donated by Col. 
Francis Vigo, known as the "Spanish Merchant" who was instrumental financially 
in this part of the country during the Revolutionary War--particularly in our 
community in the George Rogers Clark campaign, and for whom this county was named. 
The bell is approximately five feet high, and about four feet across the bottom 
and rings a beautiful, mellow tone. Col. Vigo a native of Mondovi, Italy and 
settled in Vincennes, Indiana. 


At the northeast corner of Fifth and Wabash is a drinking fountain commemo- 
rating Claude L, Herbert a Spanish War Veteran who lost his life in the Havens & 
Geddes Dry Goods Store, at Fifth and Main Streets, destroyed by fire in the 
evening of December 19th, 1898, In this fire two persons gave up their lives, 
Claude Herbert who went to the elevator to help out every one that he could and 
Miss Katherine Maloney, 


It is said when standing at Seventh Street and Wabash Avenue you are at the 
"Crossroads of America" as two National Highways cross at this point (Highway 41 
and 40.) On the northeast corner is the Terre Haute House a hotel, and until 1910 
was known as the Old Prairie House located out in the country in the corner of a 
corn field. 


The Hulman Building located at Ninth and Wabash Avenue was erected in 1893 by 
Herman Hulman, a wholesale food merchant and grandfather of Anton Hulman, Jr., 
President of the Indianapolis Speedway. 
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Continuing east on Wabash Avenue to the 3300 block you will see the Stadium, 
and in the entrance on bronze placques are listed Vigo County boys who were called 
to the colors during World War I, Earlier this was the Fairgrounds and the home of ' 
the famous "Four Cornered Race Track" that later became famous all over the country 
wherever horse racing was known. Harness racing was a big thing in former years in 
Terre Haute and the old town's name became famous when Nancy Hanks established a 
World's record of 2:04 which was much faster than had ever been made by a 3 year old, j 
many horses brought big prices and a great deal of trading was done here and at the i 
Terre Haute House where Gentlemen Horsemen met. Axtell on October 11, 1889 recorded 
2:12, which was a new world trotting record for stallions of any age, and stood for 
17 years, Beautiful paintings of these horses now hang in the lobby of the Terre 
Haute House, at Seventh and Wabash Avenue. 
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South of the Terre Haute House is the Sheldon Swope block and the Swope Art 
Gallery, which is one of the real show places in the city and always something of 
interest to see both of an historical and modern interest. Sheldon Swope, a large 
property owner and a leading citizen here at the turn of the century, built the 
building in 1902, 


On north Third Street beginning the 1300 block is Woodlawn cemetery, laid out 
in 1839, the oldest city cemetery in Terre Haute, Veterans of all the wars~-the 
American Revolution, the War of 1812, Mexican War, Civil War, Spanish-American War, 
World Wars I and II and the Korean Conflict--are buried here. A monument in the 
circle is erected to the memory of the Confederate soldiers who died while being 
held prisoner here during the Civil War, At Seventh Street and Maple Avenue was 
Camp Vigo, used during the Civil War days for training, etc. 


Go north on Seventh Street to Fort Harrison Road and turn left a short distance 
and enter the grounds of Elk's Country Club, the site of the old Fort Harrison built 
in 1811. On the west side of the present club house is a large marker erected in 
1912 to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the famous battle at the Fort. 
Here was fought one of the last battles of the War of 1812 when the courageous 
little group of white settlers and soldiers managed to hold off the Indian attack 
Here, too, you may see the old bed of the Wabash & Erie Canal and the tow path uséd 
in the 1840's and 50's, 


Follow Fort Harrison Road east to Highway 41, the Paul Dresser Memorial High- 
way, to Park Avenue in North Terre Haute and turn right at the stop light and this 
will take you to the bridge. Here you will see the remains of the famous old 
Markle's Mill built in 1816 and destroyed by fire in September, 1938. The mill dam 
is still visible. Across the road is the old Markle homestead, built about the same 
time as the mill by Major Abraham Markle, and now in the process of being restored 
by the present owner, Before the Civil War, Markle's Mill was used as a link in 
the Underground Railroad to assist fugitive slaves escaping to Canada. During the 
Civil War, Confederate prisoners were confined in the cellar of the Markle house in 
six rooms with iron bars on the windows. All these things are still to be seen. 
Also notice the hand made bricks manufactured on the premises, All the lumber was The 
cut and seasoned on the property. 

Drive back west on Park Avenue to Fruitridge Avenue and turn south past the 
Markle Cemetery, also over grown. Here you will see some very early tombstones. 

There is a legend relating that the first burial in this cemetery was that of a 
Negro slave in 1805, 


Continue south on Fruitridge Avenue to Wabash Avenue, (intersects Highway 40) 
and at this point once was a toll-gate establised for travel on the old National 
Road, Turn right and travel to twenty-fifth street and on the northeast corner you 
will see the original location of the estate of the late Chauncey Rose, During the 
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summer of 1965 the ouildings were torn down to make way for a shopping center. 

Mre Rose through requests to his friends and by individual subscriptions secur- 

ed the means to construct the Terre Haute and Indianapolis Railroad and contrib- 
uted largely to other railroads. Absorbed through his deep regard for his moth- 
er, an admirable Christian, influenced Mr. Rose to contribute generously toward 
the support of nearly every church in Terre Haute, not failing to realize the 
equal claims of the colored people, In addition to his large public charities, 
Mr. Rose dispensed an average of ten dollars a day to those who begged at his 
door. By his gift to the Rose ladies Aid Society enabled this to become a mag- 
nificent charity. Out of his generosity came the Rose Orphan's Home established 
on the very ground where he lived. The Rose Dispensary Building at 7th and 

Cherry Streets was built and endowments adequate to insure their permanency. 

Rose Polytechnic Institute, 5500 Wabash Avenue was one of his first donations, a 
deed of conveyance of land upon which to build the engineering school and later in 
1917 the land for the campus comprising one hundred and twenty-three acres was giv- 
en by Anton and Herman Hulman. 


Around the corner and north on twenty-fifth street is a 2,000,000 cubic foot 
storage water tank. As Terre Haute grew the water company expanded with it adding 
new facilities. The pumping station, 700 North Water Street of the company was 
built on the bank of the Wabash were it is today, and supplies are drawn from the 
river some 200 feet off shore, The site is said to be that of the original Indian 
trading post and the orchard which once gave the town the name of Orchardtown, 


At 823 Wabash Avenue you will find the Early Wheels Museum dedicated September 
22, 1962, Many old cars, buggies and other conveyances have been restored by Mr. 
Anton Hulman, Jr, and placed here. Visiting hours Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 pam. 


The Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley, located 1411 South 6th Street was 
dedicated May 11, 1958, owned and operated by the Vigo County Historical Society. 
History of the local museum shows that the front part of the building was built in 
1868, as the residence of William H, Sage, local baker and confectioner. In 1876 
Henry Robinson another prominent businessman, bought the house and added the middle 
section of the home in Victorian style. The museum-="to collect, preserve and 
cherish the things our forefathers used and lived by"--has open hours fran 2 to h 
o'clock on Wednesday and Friday afternoons and from 2 until 5 o'clock on Sunday 
afternoons. Guided tours can be arranged by phoning L-9717 or H-2h91. 


Eugene Victor Debs home at 51 North 8th Street restored by the Eugene V, Debs 
Foundation. Debs was born on November 5, 1855 ina frame house at h47 North hth 
Street, however, the house is no longer standing. Born in Terre Haute, Indiana, of 
Alsatian parents, he became a worker in the railroad shaps of his mative city at an 
early age. Bitterly resenting the tragic conditions in which the railroad workers 
were then subjected, he joined the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and became one 
of its most active workers. An increasingly popular active figure in the union, he 
was elected Grand Secretary and Treasurer of the Brotherhood, the editor and 
manager of their magazine at 25. During the next 13 years, from 1880 to 1693, as 
secretary, he built up a force to be reckoned with in the railroad industry, A 
bronze placque has been placed at the Central Labor Union Temple, 201 South 5th 
Street. When he died in Chicago in October, 1926 his body laid in state at the 
Central Labor Union, the funeral was preached from the front porch of his residence 
and the body cremated in Indianapolis, sent back to Terre Haute for burial in 
Highland Lawn Cemetery, apnroximately two miles cast of Terre Haute on Highway Ll, 
where a tombstone marks the grave, 
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RECREATICN: Parks 
Dobbs Grove - Indiana 42 & 46 (East Poplar Street). 
Deming Park ~- Fruitridge & Poplar Streets - entrance at Ohio Boulevard with swim- 
ming pool, shelters and ovens, children's playground and band con- 


certs, lee 
Voorhees - Prairieton Road & Voorhees Street - with a swimming pool and picnic 

area, A 
Sheridan - 28th & Buckeye ~ with a swimming pool and picnic area, ` 
Collett - 7th & Maple Avenue - tennis courts and picnic area, i ) 
Rea Park - 18 hole golf course and tennis courts - South 7th Street at Davis 5 

Avenue 


Memorial Stadium ~ 3300 Wabash Avenue - Home of the famous "Four-Cornered Race 
Track." Former home of Phillies Baseball Farm Club and in 1955 
Terre Haute's Babe Ruth League won the World's Championship 
here. Now the stadiur is used for the annual Miner's Picnic 
(first week-end in August), annual Shrine Circus (third week-end 
in July), high school and college football games, a nine hole 
golf course on the grounds and various other sports and 
entertainment, i 


Drag Strip - One mile north of North Terre Haute on Highway 41 Business Route, 
Cea-Cart Racing - Half Mile west of North Terre Haute, 
Bowling - Bel Air Bowl, 3040 Wabash Avenue 
Imperial Lanes, 450 North Third Street 
Vigo Bowl; 210 South 94 Street 
Golf Practice Range, Terre Haute Driving Range, 2501 Lafayette Avenue 
Theatres - Corrall Drive-In Theatre, 3eelyville 
East Side Drive-In Theatre, Re Re 5 
Garfield Theatre, 1257 Lafayette Avenue 
Grand Theatre, 729 Wabash Avenue 
Indiana Theatre, 683 Ohio Street 
North Drive In Theatre, 2719 Lafayette Avenue 
Community Theatre of Terre Haute, 1431 South 25th Street 
Fairgrounds ~= South on Highway 41 about three miles from the City. Home of the 
Vigo County Fair (2nd week in August), United States Automobile 
Club (USAC) races, rodeos, stables and other events. 
, Little League Baseball - Northside Little League, Rose and Schaal Avenue. 
Southside Littlé League, 2600 South 13th Street, 
Babe Ruth League - Kester and 8th Avenue, 
Industrial Baseball - South 7th Street at Davis Avenue and South First Street at 
Farrington Street. 
Amusement Center - South Third Street at Margaret Avenue (Behind Robert Hall Store) 


HISTORICAL 
Fort Harrison Site - Elk's Fort Harrison Club - North 7th Street and Ft, Harrison 
Road and turn west, 
Dresser Home - South First Street and Farrington Street ~ Beginning of Paul 
Dresser Drive, Tes 

Early Wheels Museum - 823 Wabash Avenuc, ( 
Eugene V. Debs Museum - 451 North 8th Street, y 
Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley - 1411 South 6th Street. 


EDUCATION: 
Indiana State University - Downtown Terre Haute, 217 North 6th Street 
Rose Polytechnie Institute - Four miles east on U. S. 40 or 5500 Wabash Avenue 
Terre Haute Commercial College - Tune Building, 500 Wabash Avenue 
St, Mary-of-the-Woods - Six miles northwest on U, S. Highway 150 
Fairbanks library - 222 North 7th Street 
Swope Art Gallery - 25 South 7th Street (not open on Monday) 
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INDUSTRIAL ~ (Some will accept tours - by appointment only on all) 

American Can Company, Glass Division, 2300 South 3rd Street - (the site’where the 
world-renowned Coca-Cola bottle was designed by Alex Samuelson, an em- 
ploye of the then Root Glass Company twenty-nine years after Coke went 
on sale in Atlanta, Georgia in 1886 when Dr, John S. Pemberton, a pharm- 
acist at Jacobs Pharmacy, created the formula for the syrup and put it 
on sale at five cents per glass.) - Glass Containers. 

Anaconda Aluminum Company - Aluminum Coils, Flat Sheet, Plates, Circles, Blanks 
and Foil, North 13th Street Road. ` 

Bemis Company, Tne; ~- Polyethylene Packaging, 1400 North Fruitridge Avenue, 

Chesty Foods, Inc., 500 South 9th Street - Potato Chips, Snack Items, Salted Nuts 
and Popcorn. 

Columbia Records, Division of Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., 1400 North Fruit- 
ridge Avenue, Phonograph Records, 

Columbian “nameling & Stamping Company, 1536 Beech Street, Fabrication of Metal 
products, 

Commercial Solvents Corporation, 1331 South lst Street - Antibiotics and other 
Pharmacueticals, Alcohol, Anti-freeze, Solvents, Chemicals, Vitamin 
Feed Supplements, etc. 

Central Nitrogen, Inc., about 7 miles north of Terre Haute on Highway Ll, Nitro- 
gen, Fertlizer, 

The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company, Ince, Ann Page Division, Fruitridge 
Avenue at Locust Street - Salad Dressings and Mayonnaise, Preserves, 

Jams and Jellies, Prepared Beans and Spaghetti and other related 
products, 

Hulman & Company, 900 Wabash Avenue, "Clabber Girl" Baking Powder, Coffee, Whole- 
sale Food and General Merchandise, 

United States Baking Company, Seelyville, Indiana, Cookies and Crackerse 

Packard Shirt Manufacturing Corporation, 1316 Plum Street, Men's, Ladies' Tailored 

` Shirts Made to Order, 

Chas, Pfizer & Company, Inc., South on U. S. 41 about 7 miles, Antibiotics, Biolog- 
ical Vitamin and Feed Supplements and Research. 

Pillsbury Company, North Water Street at First Street, A Variety of ‘'ell-Known 
Pillsbury Products. 3 

Recipe Foods, Inc., 1635 North 13th Street - Mayonnaise, Salad Dressing, Prune 
Juice, Chili Sauce and Beverage Concentrate. 

Stran Steel Corporation, 1033 Crawford Street - Pre-Engineered Steel Buildings and 
Architectural Products for Farm, Commercial and Industrial Use. 

Tumpane Company, Inc., 1405 Fruitridge Avenue, Machine Tool Rebuilders and Manu- 
facturers of Metal Products — a United States Air Force Storage Site, 

Ethyl VisQueen Company, Division of Ethyl Corporation, Fort Harrison Road and New 
York Central Railroad, VisQueen Plastic Film, 

Washington Creamery, 301 South First Street, Processors of Frozen and Dried Eggs, 
Turkeys and Poultry and Cold Storage. 

Weston Paper and Manufacturing Company, Prairieton Avenue and Voorhees Streets, and 

Wabash Fibre Box Company, 2000 North 19th Street, Manufacturers of Corrugating 
Medium - Boxes and Paper Products, 

Je We Davis Company, 3390 South 7th Street, 65 Acres of Greenhouse — 35 Acres under 
glass growing Tomatoes, Cucumbers and the Delicacy, Bibb Lettuce which 
was originated in these Greenhouses, 


All in all Terre Haute has 114 diversified industries - dealing with woodworking, 
meat packers, newspaper mats and printers, creosote oil and road tars, roofing and 
coal tar’pitches, ice, enamels and lacquers, malleable iron and air furnace gray 
castings, monuments and burial vaults, brick, aircraft and missile component parts’ 
and tooling, lumber, barrels, machine tools, soft drinks, advertising specialities, 
concrete materials, waxes, paint and paint products, dresses, food and dairy products. 
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TERRE HAUTE also has: 
Hulman Field dedicated October 3, 1944 and serviced by Trans World Airlines, Lake 
Central Airlines and charter service, The air terminal was dedicated November 
29, 1963 - also the Indiana Air National Guard has an airfield (jet) and 

quarters just east of the Hulman Field, 

Sky King Airport - R, R. #7. 

Chicago & Eastern Illinois; Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific; New York 
Central System and Pennsylvania Railroads, 

Truck Lines are numerous - six of the firms have home offices here, 

Utilities - namely, General Telephone Company of Indiana; Indiana Bell Telephone 
Company; Public Service Indiana; Terre Haute Gas Corporation; Terre Haute Water 
Works Corporation and American Telephone & Telegraph Company. 

Many Shopping Centers ~- Downtown Terre Haute 

12 Points - North on Lafayette Avenue 

Idaho Place - South 7th Street at Hulman Street 

Central East Side - East of C & E I Railroad on Wabash 

Meadows Shopping Center - at Ohio Boulevard and South 
25th Street 

Southland Shopping Center - South 7th Street at Margaret 
Avenue 

North Plaza Shopping Center. Located at Lafayette Avenue 
and Fort Harrison Road. 

East Wabash - Under development, 


Miscellaneous (Appointment): 
WAAC - Radio, 641 Ohio Street 
Y BOW- Radio, 303 South 6th Street 
W I SU- Campus Indiana State University 
R - FM Radio, 150 Harding Avenue 
TV and Radio (AM and FM), 918 Ohio Street 
WV TS - Radio, R, R, 1, West Terre Haute, Indiana 
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United States Prison - Highway 63 South 


Illeana Telecasting Corporation - has been granted a telecasting permit to 
operate Channel 2, February, 1965 and 
operations to be completed by Fall, 


Chauncey Rose when reaching Terre Haute inthe fall of 1818 found no public 
accommodations and was forced to go to the Fort, more than two miles north, tce’find 
a place to eat and sleep ~ now the city abounds in fine restaurants, cafeteria, 
hotels and motels easily accessible to all, 


Prepared by Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce, Inc., - June, 1963 
Materials used from historical file - newspaper clippings - books and various persons 
in the Terre Haute Area, 


